
November 2013  |  98 Days Until Marketplace Go-Live 

In This Edition: 
• Marketplace program transitions to 

Parallel Ops, conducts first Integrated 
Deployment Tests 

• SPP continues to prep for its role as the 
consolidated Balancing Authority 

• Market Monitoring Data Depository open 
for business 

• SPP easily beats November 19 deadline for 
FERC compliance filing 

Key Dates: 
• Nov. 12, 2013-Jan. 30, 2014: Parallel 

Operations/Integrated Deployment Tests 
• Dec. 20, 2013: MP Readiness Self-

Certification letters due to SPP 
• Jan. 30, 2014-Feb. 22, 2014: Systems down 

for cutover preparation 
• Mar. 1, 2014: Integrated Marketplace Go 

Live 

The latest from the Marketplace workstreams: Settlements APIs, Web Services 
specs, ICCP Handbook 

The Settlements workstream has 
updated its technical 
specifications (APIs) in its project 
folder. The new functionality is 
completely optional and allows 
MPs access to meter data 
reports for their respective 
assets prior to a posted 
settlement date. Please submit 
your questions through the 
Request Management System 
(RMS), using the “Settlements 
Inquiry” Quick Pick. 

The Markets Web Services 
specifications and Markets 
User Interface Business 
Validations have been 
updated as part of Markets 
release 1.8, addressing 
defects discovered in testing 
and documentation 
improvements. Please 
reference the Marketplace 
Change Tracker for a 
description of the changes 
and the dates for migration 
to the sandbox and Market 
Trials environments. Submit 
questions through the RMS, 
using the “Market Trials – 
Parallel Operations” Quick 
Pick. 

An updated ICCP Handbook 
has been posted to the ICCP 
project folder. Changes 
include an added 
explanation of pnode price 
details; clarification of 
whom can request LODF 
data “appropriate entities”; 
and clarified Control Status 
description for DVER 
resources. The zip file is 
encrypted and requires a 
password, available from 
members’ Customer Service 
representative. 

Marketplace program transitions to Parallel Ops, conducts first Integrated 
Deployment Tests 
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The Integrated Marketplace continued its march to March 1, 2014 and Go Live with the successful 
completion of its first Integrated Deployment Tests (IDT) November 19 and 21. The two-hour tests 
measured SPP’s ability as the Balancing Authority (BA) to dispatch as many as 550 generating 
resources from the Marketplace’s software. 

“Why am I so happy?” asked Casey Cathey, SPP’s manager of Market Support and Analysis and 
business owner of Market Trials, after the first test. “This program technically began with a high-
level design document in the spring of 2008. Years later, we have arrived at this huge milestone, 
we have now successfully completed a two-hour test, and we are building confidence that the SPP 
Balancing Authority is of solid design.” 

Cathey said four Real-Time Balancing Market (RTBM) studies failed the first IDT, but he was 
pleased with the coordination on SPP’s side of the market, market participants (MPs), and with the 
market itself. Cathey said the RTBM intervals were solved and approved during the second IDT, 
and noted MPs improved in their ability to match Marketplace offers with those in the Energy 
Imbalance Service Market. 

“This was an important demonstration of the progress that everyone is making,” said Bruce Rew, 
the program’s executive sponsor and vice president of SPP Operations. “We did find some things 
that we can improve on, but that’s why we are doing the tests.” 

The IDT was only the first of 15 such tests, which will be conducted at various times and intervals 
through January, and will increase in complexity and power. These tests mark the transition from 
Structured Market Trials (SMT) to Parallel Operations, though time has been set aside for 
additional Structured and Unstructured testing. The Integrated Marketplace’s Go-Live Team 
approved SPP and Change Working Group recommendations to begin the Parallel Ops sub-stage of 
Market Trials on November 12; the sub-stage will run through Jan. 31, 2014, assuming exit criteria 
are met. 

The Marketplace program concluded SMT with Markets and Settlements systems running and 
supported five and three full months, respectively. Thirty Markets-related test scenarios were 
successfully completed during SMT, with a few individual retest requests still being worked. 

The final Markets system release (MOS 1.9) is expected November 29. The system is scheduled to 
go into production December 20 and should include FERC-mandated mitigation changes and the 
remaining core functionality for congestion management. Only critical fixes necessary for Go Live 
will be addressed once MOS 1.9 goes into production.  

The other critical Marketplace system, e-terra Settlements Engine (ETSE), is targeting an early 
December production deployment for a release addressing improvements from protocol and 
FERC-compliance revision requests. The latest ETSE release was migrated into production before 
Parallel Ops began. 

The SMT’s Friday weekly conference calls have been consolidated with CWG Parallel 
Operations/Go Live checkpoints. These checkpoints have been scheduled 9 a.m.-12 p.m. (CST) – 
and not just on Fridays – beginning November 22 and continuing through February 14. The 
checkpoints’ full schedule can be found on the Parallel Operations Calendar; registration is 
available on SPP.org. 
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SPP continues to prep for its role as the consolidated Balancing Authority 

The SPP Balancing Authority’s (BA) processes and procedures are complete, the operators have 
been trained, and the certification process is all but complete. Now it’s just a matter of ensuring 
practice makes perfect. 

The SPP BA passed its most significant milestone yet November 6 when a SERC Reliability 
Corporation (SERC) certification team concluded a two-day onsite visit having found no material 
issues. BA staff demonstrated the systems and tools BA balancing coordinators will use. The SERC 
certification team provided feedback and interviewed operators who will perform the balancing 
coordination function and management staff. 

“The team was very complimentary and impressed with staff, plans, tools, training, and 
preparation for the visit,” said Carl Stelly, manager of BA Administration. “Their findings indicate 
we are in great shape to take on balancing responsibility from our BA members.” 

Stelly said before SERC can officially recommend SPP be allowed to register as a BA with the North 
American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) – expected no later than February 14 – SPP must 
provide additional documentation and demonstrate its ability to control generation across the SPP 
BA footprint. 

To do so, SPP will conduct 15 Integrated Deployment Tests (IDT) to measure SPP’s systems, tools, 
processes, procedures and staff readiness in performing the BA function. The first two IDTs – both 
two-hour exercise – were conducted November 19 and 21, marking the first time SPP has used the 
Marketplace systems to dispatch generating resources in real time. Marketplace setpoints are sent 
to individual units across the footprint, controlling to the SPP Area Control Error (the measure of 
the SPP BA’s ability to balance its real-time generation assets with real-time demand). 

The IDTs will continue into January, the longest being an 8-hour test. 

A training staff dedicated to SPP Operations has been working since last year to prep balancing 
operators for their new roles. The training follows NERC guidelines and included visits to existing 
BAs, where they shadowed other balancing operators. They have been practicing their functions in 
real time since November 12, when Parallel Operations began. 

Market Monitoring Data Depository open for business 

Market participants (MPs) face a December 2 deadline for submitting their initial data to the 
Market Monitoring Data Depository, an online tool that will help the SPP Market Monitoring Unit 
(MMU) keep tabs on the Integrated Marketplace and the energy offers MPs make. 

MPs will use the Data Depot – as it’s more informally known – to confidentially submit generator 
cost, fuel usage, and physical unit capability data. The MMU will use that data to monitor 
Mitigated Offers into the Marketplace, in accordance with SPP’s Open Access Transmission Tariff, 
Appendix G of the Integrated Marketplace Protocols, and the Mitigated Offer Development 
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Guidelines (mitigated offers capture the incremental cost for generating units to provide energy 
into the SPP market). 

The Data Depot will also monitor the Marketplace’s Day-Ahead Must Offer requirements and 
calculate any associated penalties, and facilitate the development of reference values for 
generating resource offer parameters. The reference physical unit parameters will serve as 
baselines for the Marketplace’s mitigation of physical offer parameters. 

“Those situations could take place if an MP deviates substantially from the reference value 
without providing us a satisfactory business explanation for the deviation,” explained Catherine 
Mooney, a senior market monitor with the MMU. 

Data and fuel-cost policy documents are due to the Data Depot December 2. Mooney said MPs 
who haven’t yet created a Data Depot account or set up liaisons will need to use the Request 
Management System to do so. 

The Data Depot is being built and will be supported by Monitoring Analytics.  

SPP easily beats November 19 deadline for FERC compliance filing  

Given 60 days to respond to a Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) order accepting in 
part and rejecting in part a series of compliance filings in the Integrated Marketplace docket, SPP 
did just that – with a week to spare. The original deadline was November 19; SPP made its filing 
eight days earlier. 

“We wanted to give FERC as much time as possible to review our response,” said SPP lead 
regulatory analyst Patti Kelly. 

Sounds simple enough, but it was anything but. First, the Marketplace program and SPP 
Regulatory had to analyze FERC’s directive. That resulted in 39 Marketplace Compliance Revision 
Requests (MCRRs) containing proposed SPP Tariff revisions to comply with the FERC order. The 
MCRRs were then reviewed and eventually approved by the Regional Tariff Working Group, 
Market and Operation Policy Committee, and SPP Board of Directors. 

FERC issued its order September 20, directing SPP to submit the additional compliance filing within 
60 days. FERC issued its initial conditional approval of the Integrated Marketplace on Oct. 18, 
2012. It issued a subsequent order (March 21, 2013) that granted SPP’s request for an additional 
year after Market Go-Live to implement certain terms and conditions, including real-time market 
coordination with Midcontinent ISO (MISO) and FERC Order 755 (generation resource frequency 
regulation compensation). 

The regulatory focus now turns to the Readiness Self-Certification forms, which were to be 
distributed to market participants November 20. The signed hard copies are due back to SPP 
Regulatory no later than December 20. 
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New on the Integrated Marketplace website: Integrated Deployment Test 
activities, Milestone Report 

The Parallel Operations 
Calendar can be found by 
following this link. The 
calendar lists the Integrated 
Deployment Tests, the CWG 
Parallel Operations/Go Live 
checkpoints, test scenarios, 
and Unstructured testing 
days, among a wealth of 
other information. 

The latest Program 
Milestone Report has been 
posted to the CWG 
Monthly Postings folder for 
review. Please use the 
Request Management 
System for any questions. 

More information is available 
through the following resources: 

• Integrated Marketplace on 
SPP.org 

• Marketplace Workstream 
Directory (PDF) 

• Integrated Marketplace 
Scorecard (PDF) 

• Request Management System 

This message was sent by the SPP Integrated Marketplace Program. 

Please use the Request Management System if you have questions or feedback on the content of this message. 
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